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Socialist candidate for Parliament, but this did not break his passionate energy. In his autobiography he gives a tense picture about pre-war Italy :
if These years before the World War were filled by political twists and turns. Italian life was not easy. Difficulties were many for the people. The conquest of Tripolitania had exacted its toll of lives and money in a measure far beyond our expectation. Our lack of political understanding brought at least one riot a week. During one ministry of Giolitti I remember thirty-three. They had their harvest of killed and wounded and of corroding bitterness of heart. Riots and upheavals among day labourers, among the peasants in the Valley of the Po, riots in the south. Even separatist movements in our Islands. And in the meantime, above all this atrophy of normal life, there went on the tournament and joust of political parties struggling for power. . . .
" I thought then, as I think now, that only the common denominator of a great sacrifice of blood could have restored to all the Italian nation an equalisation of rights and duties.